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Reference to Dao of Heaven in Evolution of
Tranquility Skill—From the Perspective of
Innate Knowledge and Dao of Heaven
Becoming One of Wang Yang-Ming

Chung-Hsiu Huang”

Abstract

The study aimed to restore the core of practical structure of Wang
Yang-Ming’s extension of innate knowledge through the meaning of Dao of
Heaven referred in the practice of the skill. It illustrated that Wang’s Dao of
Heaven was not only created by the main body of morality, and that it could
command that Dao of Heaven or living creatures were created by innate
knowledge through the explicit comparison of innate knowledge and wisdom.
From the perspective of innate knowledge and Dao of Heaven becoming one,
the inner of Dao of Heaven was dominated just like a human body. The thing
that dominated Dao of Heaven was innate knowledge, creator of living
creatures. Our innate knowledge and that of Dao of Heaven were identical in
nature. Therefore, it could be divided into Heaven and humans or living
creatures. Substantially, Heaven and humans were one that was not separable

to Wang Yang-Ming. Therefore, Wang’s perspective of Dao of Heaven could

* Distinguished Professor and Director, Graduate Institute of Philosophy, National Central
University.
Director, Humanistic Al Center, National Central University.
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be the creator of the main body of morality and the existence of the objective
being of Dao of Heaven.

With respect to the research method, the author unfolded Wang
Yang-Ming’s attitude toward and viewpoint for the theory of respect in the
academic background through Cheng Yi, Cheng Hao and Zhu Xi who
revised the theory of tranquility of Zhou Dun-Yi and reconstructed his theory
of respect and interpreted the metaphysical attitude of feeling tranquil
without desire in the process of the revision. In the evolution of the theory of
tranquility, the study found out that although innate knowledge could include
the practical logic of Zhou Dun-Yi’s Dingjing skill in documents, the author
focused on Wang Yang-Ming’s notion of “innate knowledge is human
emotions that have not been unveiled and is the selfless and still main body”
to prove this kind of inner connection. Additionally, she restored the
connection of practical logic among arguments with the method of doctrinal
analysis.

After conducting analysis for the structure of the text in the previous
section, the author further unfolded the study in light of the practical
structure of the extension of innate knowledge. Based on the argument of
Zhang Heng, the author found the practical path of Wang Yang-Ming tracing
back to the theory of tranquility and Mencius’ cultivation of a sense of
justice. In the process, she found the argumentation of cultivating a sense of
justice and nourishing qi connecting with Wang’s extension of innate
knowledge could unfold the meaning of Dao of Heaven. Based on this, the
author adopted the theory of essence of qi mentioned in Guanzi to compare it

with the theory of innate knowledge and found the two were quite similar in
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the style of argumentation. Therefore, she presented the explicit comparison
of innate knowledge to wisdom on one hand, and on the other hand, she
fortified that the human heart Wang stated was like a distance between
Heaven and the Earth through the “explicitness” of innate knowledge where
Heaven and humans became one. Innate knowledge was the nature of living

creatures and the meaning of Dao of Heaven that dominated living creatures.

Keyword : Wang Yangming, Conscience, Dingjing Skill, Dao of Heaven,
Zhongzheng
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