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A new case against the doctrine of double effect:

elevated tram

Jhih-Hao Jhang *

Abstract

According to the doctrine of double effect (DDE, henceforth), the
intention of an action is a major factor of its moral permissibility. Consider
an action producing a good effect and a bad effect, DDE holds that one must
not aim at the bad effect to realize the good one. In other words, it is morally
impermissible for one to aim at a bad effect, even just to good ends. DDE is
attractive in many cases, but still upset by some counterexamples. Proponents
of DDE propose different modifications to avoid counterexamples. Among
them, one prominent account holds that it is the possible intention rather than
the actual one that DDE is about. Another popular way to respond is to
propose a distinction between “intend to x” and “because of x”. Both
strategies seem to be successful. However, I argue that these proposals are in
difficulties with a new kind of counterexample, elevated tram. Consequently,

DDE is no longer satisfactory until it addresses this issue.

Keywords: the doctrine of double effect, the trolley problem, intention

*  Assistant professor, Center for General Education, National Pingtung University of Science and
Technology.
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VY BT Py £2 ) — 1 S HT B SRR AR S - PR IL IR Ry [ =28
H ] WGEBICEGEE - (1) SEREEEIEG b AR T Rt
AIPEFIE - (2) 728 BN S —Efi - S R PR AR L R
TiEmEmE [ SR ] ZEPIRTRsRAIRkER - DUk (3) Al E -
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BERER - REBH TR 5 (Kamm, 2007: 95) © A 1@k &>
% TAMTEUA 2R R T ER SRR C A A ARItER g -
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FHE® Kamm Fragiy " ADRIEAER C S iBim &M A - Ktk - ZERE)
PREITERIT 2T R A EE R R AR 2K (2 L Masek, 2010: 575-577 )

TR 2R B P R P52 » BRI Kamm B A2 HIRY (IR ZEH1 ]
AUHARTIRRE 53 S DAREIE Kamm 2] FiRA R » PR FLekh R



164 (B =28 KREHEHF) FxHAM

o R T Rl > BERSER AR EMATE BN - 2R Mt MER L
Tk -

(IR ZH ]
HEE (intend to) SAMRIRETFEBELTA AT DB OB - FFHRA,
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