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Aristotle’s Criticism
of the Platonic Division of the Soul

Zhi-Hue Wang"

Abstract

In De Anima 111 9, Aristotle raises a series of criticisms against the
Platonic division of the soul. He firstly indicates that the parts of the soul
seem to be infinite, and not confined to the calculative, spirited, and the
appetitive part, as Plato describes. Secondly, Plato’s tripartition of the soul
almost neglects the nutritive part as an independent capacity of the soul.
Moreover, although the Platonists simplifies Plato’s tripartition and transformed
it into a bipartition, it is not easy to assign the perceptive part either to the
rational or the irrational part. Finally, Aristotle thinks that it is totally
unreasonable for the Platonic soul-division to split the desiderative part up,
which should be one and single capacity of the soul; for then there would be
wish in the calculative, appetite and spirit in the irrational part, such that in
each part of the soul there would be desire.

In this article I shall explain these criticisms respectively. However, I
will not treat them as though they were isolated, but will show that they
belong to Aristotle’s overall criticism against Platonism. J. Annas and G.

Fine have suggested that in criticizing Plato’s theory of forms, Aristotle
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usually finds fault with this theory in an uncharitable and even narrow way.
Sometimes he takes an inexact and vague Platonic claim, and provides one
literal and natural reading of it on which he then proceeds to attack. Sometimes
he reads a Platonic claim not in a way Plato would accept, but in a way
which derives from the assumptions of his own metaphysics or from his own
understandings about Platonism. Sometimes he criticizes a Platonic argument
even in isolation from the original context in Plato’s dialogues. In so doing,
however, Aristotle does not intend to misinterpret Plato; his aim is not to
record Plato’s arguments straightforwardly, but rather to reconstruct them in
a way that will provide philosophical illumination, so that we can learn
something important about Platonism and the plausibility of Aristotle’s
alternative. This article will show that in principle, Aristotle’s criticisms of
the Platonic soul-division are compatible with his general mode of criticism

against Platonism.

Keywords: Plato, Aristotle, theory of the soul, capacities of the soul, conceptual

division
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S pAZAE — 2 0 5 — 1853 o Annas (1981: 133, 140) #1 Ferrari (2007: 175) %335 » v
BEZF 0 FLMTA S AR A A ERETINA SN HAEZAE Bt AR
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KA — 1y T EEREE | (Ohyopyucog) BRF - AR EM R R - B
ALGEREE « &8k AN HAE - Riiek 7S8R IS
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3-7)  IRUBSEMEHLAI RS B AE R B Bl B3 Fia - S MEabH) - ik
AR > FEEEH T (ABH) SEBACIRAIRIE ¢ A b pf EE st =fR
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B MAREHER—_SHPF - f Vander Waerdt 2.5 T ITHT % 18 ¥ F 3 — ey H)
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#] > 42 Vander Waerdt 45 i - S 327 % 18 £ Jbag b A3 £ R AR 0 W AR AE Top. 126
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AR E T o SEAM T oK ) BEAEMIS Y MEe e T AR s —FmHsE o ¥
RAAILE ey REE > AR A RABILRAGIEE: o flde 0 £ Gor 466d5-¢2 0 #
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Btz E a2 mayia g (R Ec BB LR B EMmAE RRamE) @
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REARIER "L ) (émbopio) B - FEELES (BRR) FE
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BER[EHITERE (DA11,402b9-14; cf. 111 10,433 b 1-3) ; {HZ » 55 —EL X
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184c1-d5eyafE (ibid: 29 ff) - ARM@AEK T > MEBEL > KEER "H, (0)
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RAERMELRLE T8 HE (Thea. 184 d 2-3) - AA## b » M4 E I - KAL)
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& RAAEAK T FALREWIroh RN FAAECR G SHENELHRELARED
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JiAORE s BERE  fraE T AR L B ESE - RS FE R R A
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